
.

VOLUME 11, No. 1           MARCH 2026

OUR MISSION
To assist and advocate for people seeking safe haven in the United States

through grassroots organizing, education, and sponsorship

OCAN’s February Fundraiser a Big Success!

OCAN hosted their annual Live and Online Auction event at First United Methodist 
Church on February 7. The Auction Kick-Off event included delicious Venezuelan food 
and several raffle items. Live music was presented by Cross Current, a local trio who 
continue the folk tradition with songs for social issues such as peace, homelessness, 
and immigration. 

The online Galabid auction remained open for one week following the kick-off event. 
We raised a total of $7824! 

This money could not come at a better time. A number of families rely on us for extra 
assistance right now, much of it due to job instability because of ICE presence in the 
community. If we provide rent assistance for one month, it can be nearly $1,000, 
which we are covering now for an LCC student who lost her job and is pregnant. 
Helping with bond for an individual can be $5,000 or more. We are working with 
other groups to share the costs of supporting these families, but the need is great.

A huge thank you to everyone who supported this fundraiser. And, if you missed this 
one, stay tuned—another one is coming up in May! Look for the announcement in 
this issue.

Please copy and paste URLs referenced in this issue into your web browser.



Saint Vincent de Paul’s Car Camping Program

Saint Vincent de Paul’s (SVdP) Car Camping Program provides safe and legal places 
for houseless neighbors to stay in private backyards in a vehicle, camper, trailer, or 
in a Conestoga hut. 

Community members may volunteer to have SVdP place a Conestoga hut in their 
backyard. The huts come with a single platform bed and solar light. Hosts may provide 
other amenities if desired. SVdP pays for trash and provides a portable toilet. 

Homeless neighbors must register with SVdP and meet the 
criteria for receiving services that include daily access to 
breakfast and lunch, showers, laundry, computer use, and 
a case manager at the Resource Center. Guest stays may 
range from one night to as long as one month before their 
contract/agreement is reviewed by SVdP. 

If a host family knows a houseless guest they would like to 
host, they can have the guest register with SVdP in order to 
receive support, or they may receive a houseless guest from SVdP’s waiting list. The 
host will have the opportunity to meet and vet any potential guest before a stay is 
finalized. 

This program provides an opportunity to share the care needed by our houseless 
neighbors in the Eugene/Springfield area. 

If you have questions or would consider providing housing for a houseless community
member, please contact ocancentral@gmail.com and Keith Heath, Eugene Service 
Station & Parking Programs Manager at Homeless & Emergency Services Department, 
St. Vincent de Paul Society of Lane County, Inc.; 541-461-8688.  
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Review of Immigration-Related Bills in the  
2026 Oregon Short Session

Ken Crouse

By and large, immigration-related measures fared well in the short session. The 
2026 Immigrant Justice Package contained a collection of ten requests aiming to 
protect families and communities from the often violent and illegal ICE enforcement 
actions that have spread fear and separated Oregon families. Over fifty organizations 
signed on to the Immigrant Justice Package, and they had a powerful presence at the 
Capitol. Here is a brief summary of the bills that passed.

HB 4079: Safeguarding Students and Families

Directs school district boards and governing bodies of institutions of higher  
education to adopt policies that address how the school district or the institution of 
higher education will respond when a federal immigration authority enters school 
property or a campus.

HB 4111: Anti-Discrimination Protections

Stipulates that evidence of a party’s or a witness’s immigration status is not admissible 
as evidence in a civil proceeding. This bill blocks immigration status from being used 
in civil court cases such as family court, wage theft, or discrimination. It will help 
protect whistle blowers who report employer abuses from retaliation.

HB 4114: Protect Your Door

Creates a civil cause of action against certain individuals who under color of law  
enter certain property without a warrant or an exception to the warrant requirement. 
The bill requires the federal government to register operations in advance with the 
Oregon DOJ and wear visible agency ID, and provides for the ability of victims to 
receive compensation for violations.

HB 4117: Universal Representation and Children’s Stability Fund

Appropriates moneys from the General Fund to the Oregon Department of 
Administrative Services for purposes of deposit in the Universal Representation 
Fund. Out of a request of $10M, $8M was granted, with $4M going to immigration 
legal services and $4M going to direct assistance to children and families separated 
from a caregiver. 

HB: 4138: Law Enforcement Accountability and Visibility Act

Requires law enforcement agencies to require officers to wear uniforms with  
specified identifying information and generally bans masks on law enforcement 
during operations. Officers performing immigration enforcement operations often do 
not wear recognizable uniforms or display identifying insignia. This creates confusion 
that leads to a mistrust of all law enforcement, making communities less safe.



   
Mark Your Calendars for  

OCAN’s May 13 Fundraising Event!

Oakshire Public House at 207 Madison St. in Eugene is having a 
fundraiser for OCAN on Wednesday May 13th from 5 to 7 p.m. 

One dollar of any pint of beer purchased will go to OCAN. We 
will also raffle off baskets of local goodies and listen to Cross 
Current play inspiring folk music. Bring some friends and family members for a 
good time for a good cause. And don’t forget to thank Oakshire for its support of 
community organizations.
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SB 1570: Healthcare Without Fear Act

Requires hospitals to have policies and procedures in place that address how a 
hospital will respond if a law enforcement authority arrives at the hospital and 
designates which areas of the hospital are not open to the public. Since ICE is no longer 
honoring a policy of respecting sensitive locations, hospitals must take measures to 
protect patients and healthcare professionals. 

SB 1587: Stop Data Brokers from Sharing Our Info

Prohibits public bodies from disclosing personally identifiable information to a 
data broker unless the data broker attests that the information will not be sold or 
transferred to any entity that will use it to enforce federal immigration law. This bill 
supplements Oregon’s Sanctuary Law by preventing state organizations from sharing 
an individual’s personal data with brokers who sell data to ICE. 

In addition, $2M was allocated to Food Assistance for Refugees and Immigrants, 
which provides one-time relief for people who lost SNAP benefits solely due to their  
immigration status.

With the exception of HB 4117, all the bills show a status of “Governor’s Office - Awaiting 
Signature” in the Legislature’s online database. With Universal Representation, the 
expectation is that the funds will come from the Governor’s budget, rather than 
through a bill.



Reprinted from the Office of Immigrant and Refugee Advancement Updates, Feb. 26, 2026.

Interagency Council for Immigrant and  
Refugee Coordination Established

On January 30, Governor Tina Kotek signed Executive Order 26-04 establishing the Interagency Council 
for Immigrant and Refugee Coordination. The Council is designed to ensure state agencies are aligned, 
responsive, and consistent in supporting immigrant and refugee communities as federal immigration 
enforcement activity increases across Oregon.

I convened the first meeting of the Council on February 11, and Governor Kotek joined to affirm the 
importance of coordinated statewide action.

The Council’s initial focus is to inventory current agency protocols and practices related to immigration 
enforcement activity and identify opportunities to strengthen coordination, communication, and support 
for impacted communities. In the coming months, the Governor’s Office and OIRA will share updates as 
this work progresses.

Earlier this month, Governor Kotek and I joined OPB’s Think Out Loud to discuss the Council’s launch and 
the importance of cross-agency coordination in response to evolving federal activity.

Community resilience is real. We see it every day. But resilience does not replace institutional responsibility. 
Our role is to ensure that state systems meet community care with coordination and action.

In community, with purpose.

Jessica Ventura
Director
Office of Immigrant and Refugee Advancement

Office of Immigrant and Refugee Advancement in the Community:             
Statewide Presence. Coordinated Action.

Over the past two months, OIRA has participated in more than 35 direct engagements with legal providers, 
refugee resettlement agencies, youth leaders, regional immigration tables, business alliances, and cross-
agency partners across Oregon.

This is not random outreach. It is disciplined statewide presence.

Policy must be informed by lived experience. As federal enforcement activity increases and conditions 
shift, communities are experiencing changes in real time. We are listening for patterns, not anecdotes.

Across dozens of conversations, several themes continue to surface:
	 •	 Increased enforcement visibility and confusion about rights and protocols
	 •	 Legal uncertainty for asylees and refugees
	 •	 Income instability among newly arrived families
	 •	Mental health strain among youth
	 •	Schools and service providers serving as stabilizing anchors

continued >>



These insights are shaping how we approach our work. Coordination is not a one-time meeting. It is a 
daily practice built on relationships that already exist before a crisis escalates.

When federal conditions shift, trust cannot be built overnight. Communication channels must already be 
open. Escalation pathways must already be understood. Agencies must already be aligned.

Engagement is not separate from our work. It is infrastructure. Each conversation strengthens Oregon’s 
ability to respond consistently, lawfully, and with clarity.

This is how we reduce confusion. This is how we steady systems. This is how we ensure state response 
reflects lived realities rather than assumptions.

Trauma-Informed Care Training
Aimee Code

“If you have come here to help me, you are wasting your time. But if you have come 
because your liberation is bound up with mine, then let us work together.”
                                                                                             — Lilla Watson

With this quote as introduction, the staff from the Pacific Refugee Support Group 
(PRSG) initiated a trauma-informed care training for OCAN volunteers. The quote set 
the tone, grounding us in a mindset of mutual aid and shared goals. 

Throughout the four-hour training, participants learned how trauma can express 
itself in a person, how the brain functions under trauma, and how we can be most 
effective at supporting traumatized community members. It was not easy to learn 
about the complex trauma faced by displaced peoples; how the mind, body, and 
spirit hold trauma that affects everyday functions. While this initial training only 
scratched the surface, it definitely left us better equipped to support members of 
our community.
 
PRSG closed the training with introspective questions about how we talk about 
community members to other people, and how that communication reflects our own 
views. They also asked us to recognize when we reach overload, so we can still foster 
connection even when we feel overwhelmed.

A huge thank you to PRSG for taking time out of your busy schedules to help guide 
and support broader community assistance.



How You Can Help!
The community members we are helping continue to be scared that ICE will detain 
them or their family or friends. Some have lost a breadwinner through ICE. Some 
have lost a job or had their hours cut since Latino businesses are getting less busi-
ness due to their customers being afraid to go out.  

We need your help in the following ways:

	 •	Accompany asylees to their scheduled ICE appointments in Eugene and in 
		  Portland. We also need volunteers to drive asylees to their appointments.  
		  We like to have volunteers attend a workshop on how to accompany asylees. 
		  If you are interested, please contact us and we can put you on a waiting list 
		  for the training. 

	 •	Help in picking up food boxes, groceries, and prescriptions, or help in 
		  transporting and accompanying people picking up these items.

	 •	Help in transporting and supporting people going to medical appointments.

	 •	Make part of the meal for a twice-monthly support group for asylees.

	 •	Transport people to their jobs due to fear of being taken by ICE on their way  
		  to or from work.

We also need:

	 •	Donations of household products (e.g., toilet paper, paper towels, toiletries, 
		  cleaning products)

	 •	Affordable housing

	 •	Donations for bus passes

	 •	Bike locks and helmets

	 •	Phones

	 •	Volunteers who can speak Spanish (there are many tasks that can be done if 
		  you don’t speak Spanish)

	 •	Volunteers who can provide occasional care to child asylees (parents 
		  would be nearby)

Tell your friends and neighbors about OCAN! There are many ways to resist the current 
regime: Encourage them to subscribe to our newsletter, donate, sign up to volunteer, 
and support our fundraisers by going to: https://grassrootsconnect.org/ocan.



What to do About ICE in Our Community
Sue Barnhart

Unfortunately, ICE (Immigration and Customs Enforcement) is still in our community. 
At least three immigrants were detained the week of March 9th. We expect more will 
be detained in the coming weeks. 

If you see ICE, blow a whistle to alert others and slow them from apprehending one 
of our neighbors! There are whistle kit-making parties every Monday from 10-1 at 
First United Methodist Church at 1376 Olive St., and every Wednesday from 11-12 at 
Wesley United Methodist Church at 1385 Oakway Rd. Once you have some whistle 
kits you can give them to neighbors and friends and canvas your neighborhood. 

Some immigrants are detained when they go for their appointments with ICE at the 
Federal Building at 7th and Pearl. Others are detained in the community and then 
brought to the Federal Building. If people are allowed to talk to their attorney, the 
attorney is sometimes able to file paperwork to keep them from being sent to Tacoma 
Detention Center, or they can get them out on bail if they are taken there. 

A large presence of people at the Federal Building seems to lower the number of 
detentions. Lately there have been fewer people at the Federal Building and the 
number of detentions has gone up. 

Every day of the week there is an opportunity to protest with others at the Federal 
Building! Check www.eugenetogetherstrong.org for the latest schedule and other 
ways to help protect our community members.



OCAN Depends on Financial Contributions 
to Help Asylees in Our Area!

Since OCAN formed in the fall of 2018, we have helped more than 170 asylee adults 
and children and are now actively assisting about 50 adults and children. We recently 
had referrals from LCC, Bethel School District, and other community organizations. 
The need is great to help with rent, utilities, and bonds to get people out of detention 
centers.

Here is how your donation can help:

$250 - Helps fund an immigration attorney consultation

$100 - Helps with rent assistance for a week

$50 - Helps with a monthly bus pass

$35 - Helps pay for cell phone service for a month

Grassroots Connect serves as our nonprofit umbrella and fiscal sponsor. Your 
donation to OCAN is now fully tax deductible. Grassroots Connect does not take any 
money for this service, so if you donate by check, 100% of your donation will go to 
help asylees. If you donate online, there is a 5% fee from Stripe.

To donate by check:

	 1.	 Write a check payable to OCAN.

	 2.	 Indicate on the memo line if your donation is for a specific OCAN project such 
		  as “monthly bus passes” or “help with legal fees.” 

	 3.	 Mail to OCAN, P.O. Box 5961, Eugene, OR 97405.

To donate to OCAN online:

	 1.	 Go to the OCAN page on the Grassroots Connect. 
		  website: https://grassrootsconnect.org/ocan

	 2.	 Scroll down and click on DONATE.

	 3.	 Your donation will go toward supporting our community members with 
		  rent assistance, help with legal fees, and other needs.


